President of the Board of Education took exception to a leader of
Spender's on a departmental circular which, though it was marked

confidential, was brought before Parliament by a Member. On this
Spender wrote:

DEAR RUNCIMAK,

The position of an editor with a soul of his own would be
more difficult than it is if every criticism that he made of a public
man was to be taken as evidence of personal unfriendliness. The
comment made in the Westminster to-day was scrupulously fair,
and courteous to yourself, though it expressed a view from which
you naturally dissent.

There is to my mind the broadest possible distinction between
intercepted documents dealing with matters which in the public
interest ought to be kept secret and the circular of your Inspector.
In the first case the Official Secrets Act might properly be applied,
and apart from penalties the revelation would be open to the
severest censure. But it seems to me quite impossible to apply this
doctrine to a circular which has been issued to a hundred in-
spectors, and the revelation of which, though awkward for the
Minister and the Government, touches no public interest. You
may penalise any inspector who has betrayed you, but I think
you run metaphor very hard when you brand as "a receiver of
stolen goods'' a Member of Parliament who brings to the notice
of the House the fact that such a circular has been issued in such a
way. The issue of such a circular cannot in my opinion be con-
fidential in any sense that touches the honour of a Member of
Parliament, for he has a perfect right to argue that such a docu-
ment ought not to be sent out to the Inspectorate under the cloak
of confidence, and that it cannot on this plea be withdrawn from
the consideration of the House.

As for the moral, I confess myself impenitent. The circular
does seem to me to be a question of policy, and I hope still that
the Chief Inspector will somehow be prevented in future from
issuing documents of this kind without the knowledge of the
President of the Board, It puzzles me that the expression of this
hope should be thought unfriendly either to the President or to
the Government.

I hope I am as scrupulous about confidential documents as
most people, but it does seem to me very important that the
word 'confidential' should not be applied to things or circum-
stances which in their nature cannot be confidential, or we shall
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